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MillStream
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE BY TERRY GEMMILL
2020 Annual Meeting Results
If you missed our first online Annual Meeting, you can view the slide presentation on the MCCA website and/
or on PayHOA. The Board of Directors said goodbye to Bundie Olsen who decided not to run for reelection,
but welcomed new Director Ron Smullin. Current Directors Kristi Zevenbergen, Jamie Teschlog, and Steve
Anderson were reelected for two-year terms. Our 2020-2021 officers elected by Board members were Terry
Gemmill, president, Jay Hiester, vice president, Kristi Zevenbergen, treasurer, and Judy Cromwell, secretary.

Rental Restrictions Proposal
A proposal to amend the rules and regulations in the Governing Documents for rental and leased living units
was put to the membership at the Annual Meeting, but was defeated due to the lack of a quorum. Of those
resident members of the Association who did vote, 85 percent voted to approve the changes.

MCCA Security Metrics
At every Annual Meeting the need for our MCCA Security patrols seems to be of interest. Not everyone
comes in contact with the patrols that we perform, but like any Association amenity, not everyone is
benefited. For the 3,621 residents that were assisted last year, or the 247 that were notified that their garage
door was left open after dark, or the 12,662 vacation checks that our drivers performed, or the 795 packages
that were either picked up or delivered at the request of residents… Security has value. From our 2019
Member Survey we found that on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being Most Important) 57% responded with a 1 or a 2.

Annual Member Survey
At this time each year we ask for your opinion on a variety of topics regarding the management of the
Association. PLEASE participate in this year’s survey... it’s very important. We use resident member
responses to establish our project list and our priorities for the coming year. Your opinions will have a direct
affect in determining our next budget proposal to the membership.
_________________________________________________________________
CONTACT THE MCCA Office and have us record your EMAIL ADDRESS for the PayHOA System.
Stay in touch with your Association by way of this MillStream newsletter, PayHOA, our Facebook page, and
our 3 major resident member mailings each year (Budget, Assessments and the Annual Meeting).
You may reach us by phone (425-316-3344) or email (info@mcca.info) for help or information.
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MCCA ADMINISTRATION
We are continuing to tweak our regularly scheduled activities to work within the guidelines set out by
Governor Inslee to combat the spread of COVID. Our online Annual Meeting was well attended, please be
sure to log into PayHOA to view the final presentation, elections results, and Q&A session responses. Go to
Documents— MCCA Documents—2020 Annual Meeting for all the information.
Our garage sale weekend was a success. The Goodwill trucks at the office were very busy and reported that
our residents were very good about observing social distancing protocol. Thank you to all who participated
in this event.
The timeslots for our October 8 and 9 Arborist Days filled up quickly this season. We will hold this event
again in the May/June timeframe. Watch our web page and make sure you have a current email address in
PayHOA so you get information on this event as soon as we post it.
The annual Elf Awards event lends itself well to social distancing so we are happy to announce that we will
continue to hold the Elf Awards this December. Please have your festive lights and yard decorations ready
for Wednesday, December 9th as our elves will be on the look out for the best and brightest yards that
evening. Many thanks to Barbra Heidel (Holly) who is coordinating the event again this year.

MCCA MAINTENANCE
Fall is here and we are turning our focus from mowing and watering to blowing, planting, and other fall
activities. The hutch replacement project is starting up again. The pandemic has greatly impacted the
lumber supply in our area, fortunately we stocked up on materials in advance. Because our access to
materials is limited, we are replacing the hutches according to priority with the worst hutches being replaced
first.

You can help us keep MCCA a secure and beautiful place to live. Please dispose of your leaves, tree
trimmings and other debris in your yard debris container. If you find debris dumped in our common areas,
please report it to the MCCA office (info@mcca.info) so our Compliance Coordinator can follow up on the
issue.

MCCA SECURITY
If you leave on vacation, be sure to complete a Security Check Request form and have our security team
keep an eye on your home while you are gone.
Now that the days are getting dark earlier, we are noticing a few garage doors left open. Please make sure to
keep your garage doors closed at night. If you forget and we notice this on our rounds, we are happy to give
you a call. Thank you for helping us keep MCCA safe!

IMPORTANT DATES!
November— MCCA Annual Survey, watch your email for this. We look forward to hearing from you!
November 26th, 27th—MCCA office closed for Thanksgiving holiday.
November 27th—First day to let your holiday lights shine!
December 9th — Elf Awards.
Please go to the MCCA Calendar on the MCCA website for up to date information on our meeting and events.
Hilary Bublitz,
Association Director
hilary@mcca.info
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COMPLIANCE COORDINATOR
Compliance and Working With MCCA
Fall is upon us as well as those fall chores. It is time for fall clean up. I know it seems never ending going
out and cleaning up the fall debris, leaves, branches, etc. Please remember that these clean ups are
essential not only in regards to maintaining your property and making it easier to start in the Spring but it
helps keep your street drainage clear as well. The check list below is helpful when I am preparing for the end
of the year:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Store all items for gardening inside (hoses, pots, tools, etc.)
Trim all dead perennials and rake out beds
Feed lawn for the winter
Place all cord wood out of view of street and trails
Fall trimming of certain shrubs, hedges, and trees
Make a check list for spring services needed in the following year
• fence repairs
• driveway repairs
• painting
• gutters repairs and cleaning scheduled

It is always best to get ahead on any large projects you have planned for the following year. The earlier you
contact your painter or landscaper, the more options you have for scheduling. If you wait too long, their
schedules quickly fill up!
Maintaining your home exterior and property are essential to being compliant with your HOA restrictions. If
you should find a home or lawn in your neighborhood that is not being maintained, please feel free to
contact the committee by emailing covcomm@mcca.info. We will need your name and address as well as
the address you are reporting. We do keep your identity confidential, but need to verify your residence within
MCCA. We will not process complaints from people who are not residents.

Opportunities to Help a Neighbor
Over this last year I have come upon a few who have needed assistance with home and property
maintenance due to health issues, or a death in the family. We understand that these are difficult times and
from time to time we could all use a bit of assistance. Sometimes neighbors would like to help or volunteer
their services to neighbors in need. If you would like to lend a hand to a neighbor in need, please let me
know. You can email me at joan@mcca.info.

Political Signs
We are in the midst of a big election year. Please remember to keep all political signs back 20’ from the curb
and to remove all signs by 11/7/2020.
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the above issues or other guidelines, please feel free
to reach out to our offices and someone should be able to help you.

Joan Sweeney
Compliance Coordinator
joan@mcca.info
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COVENANT COMMITTEE
Preparation for Fall
We want to thank the many, many residents who have worked so hard to maintain their properties. It is a
pleasure to drive around our community and, with few exceptions, enjoy the creative and well maintained
landscaping of our neighbors.
Our committee worked very hard this spring and summer monitoring Mill Creek neighborhoods and
contacting folks with issues of noncompliance. For the most part, these issues were addressed immediately
and the properties were quickly brought into compliance. This is an important job that serves to keep our
community so livable. Thank you to all of these hard working committee members. If you are interested in
volunteering with the Covenant Committee, please contact the MCCA office at info@mcca.info. We would
love to hear from you.
Just a note about driveways. As our homes have aged so do the driveways. As moss invades your lawn it
can also appear on driveways. Now is the time to clean them up. Please be aware that residents are
expected repair cracks and keep them free of weeds. More damaged driveways may need replacement.
Remember to fill out a Paving Application prior to starting work. You can find all applications on our website
under the Forms tab. A Right of Way permit from the City of Mill Creek is also required for all driveway
replacements.
October, while the weather remains mild, is a perfect time to address some of the issues in our yards. Fall
and winter fertilizers can be applied and don’t forget to reseed those pesky bare spots. It is now time to
prune and trim for the health and beauty of your shrubs and trees.

It is also an excellent time to get roofs and gutters cleaned and maintained before the winter months. MCCA
maintains a list of community member recommended companies for these jobs. You can find the Service
Provider list on the MCCA website (www.mcca.info) under the Resident Resources tab.
Again, thank you to everyone that has worked hard maintain their properties this year. Not only is it
important for the aesthetics and livability of our community, but it helps to maintain our property values.
MCCA Covenant Committee

Overseeding makes a difference and fall is a great time to do this.
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE
Think Ahead to Spring Painting
Your ACC Committee processed an abundance of applications this year for home improvements, with an
exceptional number of paint applications included. As we end the season for exterior painting, we would
like to bring your thoughts forward if you are planning an exterior paint project for the spring.
Choosing an exterior paint color can be challenging. Many color combinations for exteriors are driven by
what we see in magazines, on social media, or design shows. In the last two years the media has shown us
a steady stream of gray and white, resulting in a high percentage of our applications for paint being gray
and white. We have approved many of these, in other cases we have been forced to decline the application
as a nearby home already had the same or similar colors.

Our guidelines state that, “proposed paint colors must be different from neighboring homes.” Please look
around your neighborhood and make sure there are no neighbors with the same scheme you are considering. This is a great time of year to look ahead to plan for exterior paint. It is best to book your painting contractor well ahead of time. Be prepared early with your paint scheme, and an approved application from the
ACC Committee so you can schedule with a contractor. It is also very important to look at your chosen colors on a dark, gray day as well as a bright, sunny day in order to truly evaluate the color. This time of year is
perfect for that.
Thank you to all the homeowners who have done such a great job this year improving their homes – our
community is more beautiful than ever!
Your ACC Committee

Exterior painting is a costly project and color selection can be tricky. Start planning your spring paint project now!
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NOXIOUS WEED COMMITTEE
The Noxious Weed Committee began its new 2020-2021 season on Monday, September 14, limiting its work
events to a total of five volunteers, and working in areas where the volunteers can be socially distanced with
masks. Our volunteers also bring their own gloves, tools and snack. A first aid kit is always on site!
Some of the NWC regular volunteers are now busy with their children’s online schooling so the committee is
looking for new volunteers. Whether one Monday a month or more often, for whatever length of time you can
join the work event, we would love to include you! Once you have attended three work events, you earn a
NWC t-shirt to wear at future work events!
The NWC is a friendly, cooperative and collaborative committee. We respect each other’s physical limitations
and always learn from one another. We enjoy discussing our projects and accept input and suggestions
from our members!
An email is sent out by Thursday of the preceding week for the following Monday (9 to 12 noon) event which
details the work site (with directions for the location and for parking) and the work to be undertaken.
Volunteers are asked to email mccanwc@outlook.com if they are able to work that upcoming Monday. We
keep a list of any volunteers replying after the limit of five is reached. If we have a cancellation we contact
the next person on the list to fill those spaces!
If you enjoy the great outdoors, a different form of exercise, and getting dirty; if you enjoy seeing the results
of your efforts and sometimes exploring areas of your community you haven’t seen before, the Noxious
Weed Committee is for you! Give us a try!
Hope you enjoy the pictures taken in September of some of the NWC successful plantings from this past
spring!
Jill Cheeseman
Chair, Noxious Weed Committee

Red Osier Dogwood

Snowberry
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MILL CREEK GARDEN CLUB
September was PB & J Month
First VP Kathy Thomas was the Garden Club drop-off home for peanut
butter, jelly, and other non-perishables to be donated to the Mill Creek
Community Food Bank. Whether school is virtual or in person, a little
PB & J spread on some bread is a tasty lunch treat. Kathy will deliver
our donations in early October. This follows an earlier Garden Club
$1,000 donation of groceries.
Peanut butter & jelly collected by early September

If I had a Hammer!

It took more than a hammer to complete the project Colton Gael
volunteered to do, but fortunately his Dad has a bit of woodworking knowledge. Colton, a junior at Jackson
High School, and his Mom volunteer at the Food Bank. He asked to help with something more lasting and
agreed to build large planter boxes to increase the growing space at the Community Care Garden. Most of
the fresh produce grown there is given to the Food Bank. With guidance from his Dad, Colton measured the
existing planters, took notes on their design, made a materials list, got the project approved and together
they built the planters. Colton and his family did a great job of giving back to the community and all we had
to do was grant the funds.

Colton and Dad loading planters on truck.

Colton working on the planter boxes.

Armchair Garden Tour
Love it or hate it, social media is a convenient way to stay in touch. Garden Club members have been
sharing photos of their gardens on the club’s Facebook page which has evolved into a mini-Garden Tour.
We’ve marveled at mirrors artfully displayed on a fence, we’ve weighed in on color choices for planters on a
front porch and we’ve chuckled over some oddly shaped cherry tomatoes. Ahh, gardeners do have fun!
Lila Johnson, Publicity Chair, Mill Creek Garden Club
Photos: Courtesy of MCGC
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MILL CREEK WOMEN’S CLUB
The Mill Creek Women’s Club Fall Meetings
The Mill Creek Women’s Club will be holding ZOOM meetings for now and is hopeful that it will be able to
resume its luncheon meetings and other programs in 2021 if not sooner. The ZOOM option is for our
members only so you will need to join the MCWC before being given access to the ZOOM link.
Oct. 21, 2020—3 Holidays! Floral Demo
Presenter: Jennifer Wirt, Monroe Floral
Monroe Floral offers superior floral arrangements and assortments. Their deeprooted passion for flowers, along with their dedication to service, makes them an
ideal choice for any occasion! Family Owned and operated since 1946, Jennifer
Wirt will present a demonstration of 3 different fresh, holiday floral designs.
(Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas.) Members and guests may then bid on
each freshly created arrangement, with donation going to MCWC philanthropic
endeavors. We are able to provide this program via ZOOM including the bidding &
presentation to the winner via pick-up or delivery service.
November 18, 2020—Annual Fundraiser ZOOM Auction!

Monroe Floral Arrangement

Do you feel a little like Alice after falling down the rabbit hole? If so, you'll understand why we're calling this
year's Annual Fundraiser "Wonderland Tea!!"
The life-transforming work of Dawson Place, Domestic Violence Services and the YWCA Pathways Shelter
continues amidst all the weirdness we are experiencing. Please plan to give generously in November!! Join
MCWC today so you may help support these charities. Only members will be able to join us on November
18, 2020.
For more information on the Zoom bidding process, contact Dyann Arthur, Program Chair
at dyannarthur@comcast.net.

To receive more information about the Mill Creek Women’s Club, email membershipmcwc@gmail.com.
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MILL CREEK LIBRARY
Sno-Isle Libraries taking cautious approach to adding inbuilding services
New
guidance
from
Gov.
Jay
Inlsee
has
opened opportunities for public-library services during COVID19 restrictions.
“As we near the seven-month mark since closing our libraries
in response to the pandemic crisis, we are cautiously
optimistic,” Sno-Isle Libraries Executive Director Lois Langer
Thompson said. “We look forward to resuming some inbuilding services in the near future. Final plans are being
developed and we expect to start in-building services with a
phased approach.”
Inslee’s announcement on Tuesday, Oct. 6, would let public
libraries that meet certain requirements to allow reduced
levels of customers into buildings. In addition to libraries, the
updates
to
Washington's
Safe
Start
reopening Sno-Isle Libraries offering limited in-building services
plan
covers
eight
other
areas
including
movie
theaters and restaurants.
“While we have been actively planning, the state’s guidance information will help inform our next steps,”
Thompson said. “We are working now to better understand how and where we may be able to re-introduce
appropriate levels of in-building services.”
Thompson said that regardless of what and where additional in-building services may resume, Sno-Isle
Libraries will continue to offer contact-free and online services developed since library buildings closed in
March.
Those services include contact-free pick-up and return of materials, remote printing, books by mail, crafts
and activities bundles for children and teens as well as expanded digital materials and resources and online
library-card signup. Sno-Isle Libraries also just launched a new website this week to better meet customer
needs.
“With ongoing COVID-19 concerns, we know that not all of our customers may be comfortable with inperson and in-building services,” Thompson said. “Keeping staff and customers as safe as possible remains
a priority and we will continue to offer contact-free as well as socially distanced in-building services.”
Thompson noted that the cycles of the pandemic have required flexibility and adaptability.
"We have been amending our re-entry plan as we receive updated guidance from the CDC, State of
Washington, Snohomish Health District, Island County Public Health and other public agencies,” Thompson
said. “As we have done since March, we will communicate information about next steps as soon as it is
available.”
Go to www.sno-isle.org for additional information about services and resources at Sno-Isle Libraries.
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MCCA MEMBER DIVISIONS
SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES
Aspen
Chatham Park
Cottonwood
Cypress
Douglas Fir
Evergreen
Fairway
Fairway Fountains
Heatherstone

TOWNHOMES
Amberleigh
Belvedere Place
Emerald Heights
Fairwood Greens
Pembrook
The Pointe

Holly
Huckleberry
Juniper
Laurel
Magnolia
Red Cedar
Spring Tree
Sunrise
Sun Rose

Sweetwater Ranch
Swordfern
Vine Maple
Wildflower Park
Willow
Woodfern
Winslow

CONDOMINIUMS
Country Club Estates
Copper Tree
Country Place
Fairway Village I&II
Lakewood
Mill Lane
Mill Run I&II
Miller’s Village I&II
St. Moritz
Stratford Greens
The Masters
Trillium Court

APARTMENTS
Parkwood at Mill Creek
Laurels at Mill Creek
The Mill at Mill Creek Apartments
The Station at Mill Creek
Mill Creek Retirement Community

CONTACT US!
You can find nearly everything you
need to know about MCCA,
including office hours, contact
information, forms, and governing
documents, on our website:

 www.mcca.info
 info@mcca.info
 Office: 425-316-3344
 Security: 425-328-0035
 Maintenance: 425-327-6320

2020-2021 Board of Directors
Terry Gemmill, President
 425-785-2987
Jay Hiester, Vice President
 425-337-9823

 Kristi Zevenbergen, Treasurer
 Judy Cromwell, Secretary
 Stephen Anderson, Director
 Jamie Teschlog, Director
Ron Smullin, Director
 425-754-6822
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Standing Committees
Architectural Control Committee
 425-316-3344
Covenant Committee
 425-316-3344
 Noxious Weed Committee
Inspection & Engineering Committee

 425-316-3344

 Trail Ambassadors
Clubs

 Mill Creek Garden Club
 Mill Creek Women’s Club
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