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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE BY SID SIEGEL
Thank You for Your Feedback!

Thank you to all residents who took time in November to respond to our annual survey. This survey serves
two important functions: assessing our team’s performance in managing the Association’s affairs and
guiding our planning and budgeting for the upcoming fiscal year starting in July. Generally speaking our
residents continue to be happy with the job being done as shown by our 87% satisfied or very satisfied
ranking. For that we owe a great debt of gratitude to Hilary and the fine team managing our administrative,
security and maintenance functions.

Budgeting for the Future

In the next two months, we'll be diving into the budget, refining it, and presenting it to you for approval. As a
board member and a resident who also pays the annual assessment, | take great responsibility in ensuring the
financial operation of the Association is sound. Your strong positive feedback reassures us that we're on the
right track, and we’ll continue to keep our budgets tight.

Addressing Common Questions

We've received thoughtful questions from the survey, like “Why can’t our assessments go down?” and “Why
are assessments going up more than inflation?” These are excellent points that have sparked great
discussions among the Board. Two major drivers of our Association expenses are labor costs and insurance.
The CPI and inflation metrics cover a broad basket of goods including food, alcohol, education and housing
not directly comparable to our specific expenses. We have a great team working for our Association and we
strive to keep wages competitive yet reasonable. Replacing staff can be very expensive and difficult job
finding a good fit for the team. Insurance costs have been problematic nationwide as | have personally seen
70-300% increases for my auto and homeowners’ insurance with no claims. Fortunately, thanks to Hilary and
our broker, HUB, we managed a small year over year decrease in insurance costs for the Association.
Reducing assessments would mean cutting essential parts of our budget, which would negatively impact the
quality of our services, the value of our homes, and livability of our neighborhoods.

In short, as long as our residents are happy and our association continues to thrive, we will continue to tightly
manage our financials and consider our assessments as money well spent.

CONTACT THE MCCA Office and have us record your EMAIL ADDRESS for the PayHOA System.

Stay in touch with your Association by way of this MillStream newsletter, PayHOA, our Website
and our 3 major resident member mailings each year (Budget, Assessments and the Annual Meeting).

You may reach us by phone (425-316-3344) or email (info@mcca.info) for help or information.



https://mcca.info/
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ASSOCIATION DIRECTOR’'S MESSAGE

Alongside my MCCA duties, | chair the Washington
State Community Association Legislative Action
Committee (WSCAI LAC). This year, we're tackling
several bills impacting community associations. Be-
low are key bills for you to review:

SB 5129 Concerning common interest communities
(WUCIOA for All trailer bill).

HB 1096 Increasing housing options through lot
splitting.

HB 1004 Increasing the personal property tax ex-
emption.

HB 1175 Allowing small business establishments in
residential zones.

HB 1108 Creating a task force on housing cost driv-
er analysis.

HB 1061 Providing additional parking flexibility in
residential neighborhoods.

HB 1500 Related to resale certificates.

HB 1501 Relating to inquiries into association gov-

ernance or operations by unit owners.

These bills primarily focus on expanding housing
supply, which is a key theme this legislative session.
We're also anticipating bills on foreclosure, board
training, and potentially pet regulations in community
associations.

For weekly updates, sign up for the Monday Morning
Minute email. If you have questions or concerns, feel
free to reach out. The WSCAI LAC supports state reg-
ulations that protect community association home-
owners, board members, and the overall community.

Rotary Book Drive

For the month of February, MCCA is once again part-
nering with Rotary Club of Mill Creek in collecting
children’s books for Little Free Libraries throughout
Snohomish County. Please consider donating new or
gently used children’s books of all subjects, fiction
and non-fiction. Books can be dropped off at MCCA
Monday-Friday, anytime between the hours of 8:00
AM—4:00 PM.

Examples of books requested:
o Baby board books
e Beginning readers for grades K—3
e Chapter books for grades 4—6

e Books for grades 7—12
(No graphic or inappropriate content.)

Chat with Chief White

| recently had the chance to sit down with Chief
White of the Mill Creek Police Department to talk
about a top concern among our residents—speeding
on our roads. MCPD listened and took action!

Thanks to MCPD'’s efforts, traffic stops have signifi-
cantly increased. In 2023, there were 3,177 traffic
contacts (which include all stops, whether a ticket
was issued or not). In 2024, that number jumped to
5,583—a remarkable 76% increase!

In addition, MCPD stepped up enforcement in 2024
by issuing more traffic citations (including DUIs and
suspended licenses), infractions (such as speeding,
failure to yield, and expired tabs), and parking tickets.

Traffic Incidents 2023 2024 % Chg
Citations 311 373 220%
Infractions 1131 2512 | M22%
Parking 262 290 M1%

Most importantly, these efforts are making a real dif-
ference—collisions in our city dropped from 482 in
2023 to just 265 in 2024, a 45% decrease!

MCPD'’s dedication to keeping our roads safe is pay-
ing off, and we appreciate their hard work in making
Mill Creek a safer place for everyone.

Opt-In to Electronic Notifications

Please help us save on mailing costs and reduce our
environmental impact by opting-in to electronic com-
munications. It is now easier than ever!

1. Sign into your PayHOA account by going to:
https://app.payhoa.com/auth/login

2. Click the Opt-in Now button dis-
played on the left of the screen
below the menu (see a picture of
this button on the right). NOTE:
You will not see this button if you
have not already opted-in to elec-
tronic communications.

&

Save paper by
opting into

100% digital
communication

3. In the Electronic-Only Communi-
cations window, click Update
Mail Settings.

4. When the Consent to Receive No-
tice by Email window opens, click | Agree.



https://wscai.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a9ca875ec91c2bdc4afaf987&id=6b49dd9bac&e=445349cdb0
https://wscai.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a9ca875ec91c2bdc4afaf987&id=6b52129fbb&e=445349cdb0
https://wscai.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a9ca875ec91c2bdc4afaf987&id=61820b7ec2&e=445349cdb0
https://wscai.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a9ca875ec91c2bdc4afaf987&id=5df6960c3f&e=445349cdb0
https://wscai.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a9ca875ec91c2bdc4afaf987&id=160eba32f9&e=445349cdb0
https://wscai.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a9ca875ec91c2bdc4afaf987&id=a9a634314e&e=445349cdb0
https://wscai.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a9ca875ec91c2bdc4afaf987&id=4c5de4951d&e=445349cdb0
https://wscai.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a9ca875ec91c2bdc4afaf987&id=52408dc39e&e=445349cdb0
https://mailchi.mp/wscai/2025-monday-morning-minute
https://mailchi.mp/wscai/2025-monday-morning-minute
https://app.payhoa.com/auth/login
https://app.payhoa.com/app/organization/dashboard
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RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT

Welcome to the Spotlight — a place where we shine a
light on residents doing notable things to help make
the MCCA a great place to live. Meet this month's
featured resident:

Jack Bolton—Huckleberry

Jack lives with his family in Huckleberry, is a sopho-
more at Jackson High School, and is also working to
obtain Eagle rank in the Boy Scouts.

Jack is being recognized for his ongoing commit-
ment to improving the natural surroundings of our
community, while consistently demonstrating leader-
ship and teamwork. An active member of the Nox-
ious Weed Committee, he is now undertaking a major
landscaping project along Village Green Drive to revi-
talize an area overgrown with English ivy.

Working with 10-12 volunteers, Jack is planning and
leading all aspects of the project and is on track to
complete the effort in March.

Thank you, Jack! Your commitment to our communi-
ty makes a difference and is deeply appreciated. You
help make MCCA a better place for all of us!

“I've always liked
working outdoors
and am proud to help
make our community
better — and I get to
work on building my
project management
and leadership skills
in the process.”
-Jack Bolton

Resident Spotlight Nominations

Whether it is an ongoing act like picking up litter, or a
one-time thing like stopping your car to help duck-
lings cross on Village Green Drive, we want to hear
about what you and/or your neighbors are doing to
better our MCCA community. To share your story or
nominate a fellow resident, please send an email to
info@MCCA.com with the following information and
we will reach out to get the full scoop:

o Name(s) of resident(s) being nominated
e Subdivision they reside in
e The noteworthy act

Together, we can continue to make MCCA a great
place to live!

Dawn Rosenthal
Board Director and Trail Ambassador Chair

Eagle Scout, Jack Bolton (on left)



mailto:info@MCCA.com
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MAINTENANCE UPDATE
Meet the MCCA Maintenance Team

From L to R: Jamie, Ryan, Greg, Craig, Mike, Chaba, Chris and
Cam

Watch Your Step!

You may have noticed the maintenance team has
been working throughout the Association to identi-
fy and repair trip hazards on trails throughout our
neighborhoods. Using a concrete grinder, our team
grinded about 50 potential trip hazards to ensure
the safety of all our residents. We do our best to
clear any noticeable obstructions, but we ask that
you take caution as you enjoy our trails and path-
ways. Uneven terrain, tree roots, pinecones, and
wet or icy surfaces can create potentially hazard-
ous conditions. If you notice areas that need our
attention, please reach out to the office so we can
address them.
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Ryan grinding a potential trip hazard on th
Maple

Emerald Heights Hillside

The hillside behind Emerald Heights has long been
filled with alders near their end of life. We have re-
placed the failing alders with evergreens including
Western red cedar, Noble fir, Douglas fir and Sitka
spruce.

Critter Corridor Complete

Our team completed planting in the Critter Corridor
and spread wood chips throughout the area. What
was once overgrown with blackberries, invasive
plants, dumped debris and garbage, will now be a
safe forage for birds, squirrels and pollinators.
Take a look at these before and after photos!

Critter Corridor Before

Critter Corridor After
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SECURITY

Parking Reminder and Sidewalk Safety

Did you know that parking a vehicle on
the street for longer than 24 hours is
prohibited by the City of Mill Creek?

For the safety and consideration of
neighbors and to allow the City’s street

NO sweeper to access the streets for
PARKING | cleaning, we encourage you to observe
<«——> | this ordinance and park in your drive-

P —

way. The streets should be used for
occasional parking only as needed. If you or a guest
must park on the street, do not block or park on the
sidewalk. Property owners are responsible for keep-
ing sidewalks clear of any obstructions that might
interfere with safe pedestrian use—this includes, veg-
etation, litter, ice, and snow.

A reminder for those who live in divisions without
sidewalks, please avoid parking on the side of the
street with raised pavement markers.

The daylight hours are still short. Make yourself visi-
ble if you are walking in the early morning, evening or
at night. Be sure to wear reflective clothing and carry
a flashlight.

Preventing Conflict with Coyotes

In the December MillStream, we shared an article on
coyotes and how they continue to be a common
sight in Mill Creek. To minimize and prevent conflict
with a coyote, the Washington Department of Fish
and Wildlife shares these tips:

e Never run away from a coyote. Make loud
noises, wave a stick or squirt with a hose or
throw something at it.

e Don't’ leave pets or small children unattended
where coyotes are frequently seen or heard.

e Never leave food out for wildlife!
o Keep garbage can lids on tight.

Mailbox Reminder

Mail theft is a constant issue. If you haven’t done so
already, consider purchasing a locking mailbox to
prevent theft. Use the link provided to select a an
MCCA-approved mailbox. We have approved these
models as we are sure they will fit on the mail hutch-
es throughout our Association. Once your pre-
approved mailbox arrives, bring it to the MCCA Office
and we will schedule the installation with our Mainte-
nance team. Please note, MCCA Maintenance will
only install MCCA-approved mailboxes.

There are a few other precautions you can take to
ensure you are less likely to be a victim of mail theft.

e Pick up your mail promptly
each day.

e Hold your mail if you pla
to be away for an extende
period of time. Use thef
USPS website to place your &
hold. ‘

We are Hiring!

MCCA Security is looking for a fill-in driver for day or
evening shifts. If you are interested, or if you know
someone who is interested, please contact the
MCCA office (info@mcca.info or 425-316-3344).
This is a great opportunity to learn more about your
community and earn some extra money at the same
time!

Fon

Lois Dawkins

MCCA Security Supervisor
securitysup@mcca.info

Important Dates!

Please go to the MCCA Calendar on the MCCA web-
site for updated information on our meetings and
events. You can also find links to join our online
meetings by clicking on the calendar item.

Feb 6 Presentation at MCCA: Exterior Painting
(Full class—no longer taking RSVP’s)

Feb 8 Noxious Weed Committee: Red Cedar
10:00 am

Feb20 MCCA Board Meeting—MCCA Boardroom
at 4:00 pm

Mar 19 City Chat—MCCA Boardroom at 6:30 pm

Mar20 MCCA Board Meeting—MCCA Boardroom
at 4:00 pm

Apr26 Noxious Weed Committee: Earth Day

Event—Red Cedar at 10:00 am



https://mcca.info/?p=159
https://reg.usps.com/entreg/LoginAction_input?app=HOLDMAIL&appURL=https%3A%2F%2Fholdmail.usps.com%2Fholdmail%2F%3F_gl%3D1*1can2qx*_gcl_au*MTE0MDE3MjM5Mi4xNzAzMDkxMjE4*_ga*MTU3OTgxOTcuMTcwMzA5MTIxOA..*_ga_3NXP3C8S9V*MTcwNTA4NzMzMy4zLjAuMTcwNTA4NzMzMy4wLjAuM
mailto:info@mcca.info
mailto:securitysup@mcca.info
http://mcca.info/?page_id=493
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COVENANT COMMITTEE

Keep Your Home Moss-Free and Mag-
nificent!

Why did the moss break up with the algae? It need-
ed some space to grow on its own.

Now that we we've§
shared a laugh, here’s
your reminder thats
roofs and driveways §
are especially suscep-
tible to moss growth
this time of year—
more so if under the ™
shade of trees and
shrubs. Take steps
now to prevent a cove-
nant violation in the
future. Visit our Ser-
vice Provider list for a
directory of contrac-
tors able to assist you
with cleaning and pre-
serving your property.

The moss on this roof has
taken hold and spread quickly!

Remove moss from driveways
for safety and to prevent
cracks and potholes!

Here's a quick review
from our Governing
Documents:

Rules & Reqgulations:

Paved surfaces must be maintained and kept clear
of debris, weeds, grasses, moss, and mildew
growth.

MCCA Restrictive Covenants:

7.2 Each Property Owner shall, at their sole expense,
have the right and the duty to keep their Property
and its equipment, structures, and appurtenances in
good order, condition and repair and in a clean and
sanitary condition, and shall do all redecorating,
painting, and finishing which may at any time be
necessary to maintain the good appearance and
condition of their Property.

7.2.1 All structures upon a Property shall at all times
be maintained in good condition and repair and be
properly painted, stained or otherwise finished.

Trash, Yard Waste, and Recycling Con-
tainers

The committee would like to remind everyone to
store all waste and recycle containers in an area not
directly in view from the street and neighboring
properties.

Exterior Lighting Reminder

If you haven’t done so already, please be sure to re-
view the new Rules and Regulations for exterior
lighting (page 3/4). These rules took affect on
1/31/2025 and pertain to the following installations:

o House Lights

e Security Lights

e Landscape Lights
o String/Rope Lights
e Holiday Lights

If your existing lighting does not fall within the
guidelines stated, please complete an application
after the fact so the ACC can review.

Holiday Lighting Reminder

We've received some feedback expressing concerns
about the fairness of the Holiday Lights rule. This
rule has been in place for many years and allows win-
ter and Christmas lights to stay up for over two
months. For all other holidays, lights can be put up
two weeks before and should be removed within two
weeks after the holiday. MCCA recognizes and re-
spects all holidays—Chinese Lunar New Year, for ex-
ample, begins on February 10!

For residents who celebrate multiple holidays, you
might consider Trim Lights, which are professionally
installed under eaves and can be programmed for
different occasions. Just be sure to submit an appli-
cation before installation!

Thank you for helping to keep Mill Creek Community
Association a beautiful place to live!

Joan Sweeney
Compliance Coordinator

joan@mcca.info



https://mcca.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Service-Providers.pdf
https://mcca.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Service-Providers.pdf
https://mcca.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Mill-Creek-Rules-Updated-June-2024.pdf
https://mcca.info/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/MCCA-Corrected-and-Amended-Restrictive-Covenants-05-2024-signed-searchable.pdf
https://mcca.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Mill-Creek-Rules-Updated-June-2024.pdf
https://trimlight.com/products/permanent-holiday-lighting?utm_term=christmas%20lights&utm_campaign=USA+-+General+Search+Campaign&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=1321135645&hsa_cam=18178939640&hsa_grp=167666542924&hsa_ad=709774079944&hsa_src=g&hsa
mailto:joan@mcca.info
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL COMMITTEE

Tips for a Thriving Yard!

February in the Pacific Northwest means it’s time to
tackle moss, weeds, and pruning before spring ar-
rives in full force. Taking care of these tasks now will
set your lawn and garden up for a healthier and more
vibrant growing season!

Moss Control—Start Early for a Healthy
Lawn

February is “moss month” in our region. Moss thrives
in our damp climate, often overtaking lawns and
making it harder for grass to grow. The key to man-
aging moss is early action!

Apply a moss killer: Choose from liquid, granular, or
organic products. Once applied, the moss will turn
black, signaling that it's dying.

Rake or thatch: After the moss dies, rake or use a
thatcher to remove and give your grass room to
breath.

Prepare for new growth: As temperatures warm to
55"F and above, aerate the soil, apply fertilizer, and
overseed to encourage healthy grass to take over.

If this sounds like more work than you'd like to tack-
le, consider hiring a lawn care professional from our
Service Provider list.

Winter Weeding—Rain Can Work in Your
Favor

While pulling weeds in the rain may not sound ap-
pealing, it's actually one of the best times to do it.
Wet soil makes it easier to remove weeds, roots and
all. By weeding now, you prevent them from taking
root and spreading in spring. A little effort now will
mean fewer weeds to battle when you're ready to en-
joy your yard later!

Prune for Healthy Growth

Trees and Shrubs: Remove dead or crossing branch-
es while dormant.

Ornamental Grasses: Cut back before new growth
starts.

Roses and Fruit Trees: Trim to shape and improve
airflow

Hydrangeas: Prune smooth and panicle types now;
wait on mopheads.

Happy gardening!

We are Here to Help You!

If exterior projects are in your plan for 2025, please
review all of the applications available on the Forms
page of our website. If you have any questions about
what is and isn’t approvable or need guidance
through the application process, we are here to help
you! Give us a call at 206-316-3344 or email
info@mcca.info.



https://mcca.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Service-Providers.pdf
https://mcca.info/?page_id=109
mailto:info@mcca.info
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Noxious WEED COMMITTEE

Recent Clean-up

Perhaps you've seen the NWC out along Seattle Hill
Road, Trillium Boulevard or Village Green Drive the
past couple months as the NWC focus has been on
“spruce-ups” more visible to our MCCA residents!

The entrance to Chatham West got a refresh with
English ivy, blackberry and deadwood removal. Chat-
ham East was cleaned up after suffering damage
from the wind storms, with additional sword ferns
planted and pruning done to encourage continued
healthy recovery of the tall Oregon grape in that ar-
ea.

An area south of the Douglas Fir entrance along Tril-
lium Boulevard had blackberries and deadwood re-
moved, sword ferns split and transplanted and
some sheet mulching done. Behind our Swordfern
division, along Village Green Drive, deadwood, dead
salmonberry and blackberries were removed and
some sheet mulching done to discourage herb Rob-
ert and yellow archangel.

Trillium Boulevard Before and After

b A AL

Earth Day Event

The NWC will celebrate Earth Day this year on Satur-
day, April 26, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm in the Red
Cedar division with planting and spreading wood
chips in the area recently cleared of English ivy! T-
shirts will be given out, and there will be a drawing
with giveaways for those volunteering!

Interested in Helping?

You can learn what the NWC is doing on Monday
mornings between 9 and 12 by requesting your
email be added to our contact list! An email is sent
out the Thursday prior outlining our plans for the
following Monday! Email mccanwc@mcca.info with
your request!

Village Green Drive Before and After
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Noxious WEED COMMITTEE (CONT.)
Thank You, Volunteers!

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us to re-
move English ivy from the interior trail in Red Cedar
on a sunny but chilly day! Your hard work and dedica-
tion are making a real difference in restoring the
health of our trees and native plants.

Despite the cold, we had a great turnout, and the re-
sults are visible—less ivy means healthier trees and a
stronger ecosystem. We appreciate your time, effort,
and commitment to keeping our community green
and thriving.

Great job, everyone!

Next Event 2/8/25—All Are Welcome!

We will continue work in this Red Cedar area on Sat-
urday, February 8, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. These
are family friendly events! If you are interested in
helping, please join us. A water bottle, gloves and any
tool that helps with English ivy removal are all you
need! Email mccanwc@mcca.info for more infor-
mation.
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TRAIL AMBASSADORS
Help us Keep our Community Clean!

We love to see residents out and about with their fur-
ry friends enjoying the sunny days and all that our
community has to offer, but lately we are hearing
about “messes” that are left behind by pet owners.
Picking up poop isn't glamorous, but please be a
good neighbor and clean up after your pet. Carry
bags on every walk and dispose of waste properly,
using the many mut stations we have conveniently
located throughout the association. Remember, the
City of Mill Creek has a Scoop Law!

Thank you for helping to keep our community beauti-
ful, safe and clean! Together, we can make our neigh-
borhood the best place to live—for humans and our
four-legged friends.

Dive-bombing Owls!

Don't let these sweet faces fool you! We have re-
ceived reports of residents who have been dive-
bombed by owls in the Nature Preserve in the last
month. Owls are territorial especially in the spring
and fall or in response to a perceived disturbance
near their nesting sites. If this occurs, cover your
head and try to move quickly, waving your arms to
deter the bird. Or, consider walking with an umbrella
for protection.

of .| hh

Great Hrned Oh¥Photo by Mrtin McKee,
resident

MCCA
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ARBORIST INSIGHTS

Proactive Tree Assessment

Unfortunately for many people, if a tree is not as-
sessed by a certified tree professional before it fails,
this is often considered an “Act of God” and damage
is paid for by the individual who is negatively affect-
ed. In reality, the tree may have had an easily visible
and understood structural deficiency. If you feel a
tree is acting weird, looks unhealthy, or just doesn’t
feel “right”, it behooves you to act and hire a certified
tree professional to look at the tree. They can inform
you about -current tree
health and help guide any
needed mitigation.

Be observant of changes in
any tree within a 1x height
distance of something val-
uable. Residents in the
MCCA use Arborist Daysto: ==
their benefit. MCCA organ- &
izes Arborist Days to pro- &=
vide residents with an eco-
nomical way to consult

trees that cause concern.

Ivy Issues

Keep ivy from growing up trees or vertically any-
where else. You do this by cutting the vine every two
years at ground level, allowing the vertical parts to
wither, die, and fall off. Only when ivy is able to grow
upwards will it mature and start to set seed (except
sterile varieties) creating exponential growth across
the landscape; otherwise growth is linear and more
easily mitigated. Any type of ivy will kill a tree
through:

e Girdling,
Added weight/ wind load, and/or

Competition for resources.

Parts of older towns such as Seattle, Olympia, and
Bellingham are overrun by ivy and forest/ wilderness
lands are not faring much better. Birds can carry ivy
seeds for many miles. It is important to understand
that ivy supports rodent colonies and suppresses
native plant growth, also its flowers draw swarms of
hornets, wasps, and yellowjackets, NOT honeybees,
supporting the growth and increase of the former
across the landscape.

In terms of public safety, a tree-borne, mature ivy
plant will increase the risk of tree failure at any time;
this increase in failure potential increases as the
plant grows larger and as the strength of load event

(wind, ice, precipitation, snow) increases. An ad-
vanced, aerial ivy infestation is a sign of poor tree
management. lvy sales should be banned!

Regular tree assessments and ivy control are essen-
tial for maintaining a healthy, safe environment. If
you notice ivy climbing a tree or a tree showing signs
of distress, take action before it becomes a serious
hazard.

Yours-In-Trees,
Sal Noeldner

Salis an ISA Board Certlﬂed
Master Arborist who lives
and works locally.
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MESSAGE FROM SOUTH COUNTY FIRE

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

In response to the devastating wildfires in California,
South County firefighters joined the efforts of hun-
dreds of firefighters from across the United States
to provide critical assistance, working 24-hour shifts
to combat the blazes. All deployed South County
firefighters are certified to respond to wildland fires
and volunteer for deployment. South County Fire will
be reimbursed for costs associated with personnel
and apparatus. We look forward to their safe return!

South County Firefighters Deployed to California

Keep an Eye on What You Fry

Cooking is a wonderful way to bring family and
friends together, but it also comes with risks. Cook-
ing fires are the leading cause of home fires and fire
-related injuries, with unattended cooking being the
primary culprit. While most fires occur during frying,
grilling, broiling, or boiling, they can also start in ov-
ens and microwaves.

Fire prevention should always be the top priority.
Here are essential tips to keep your kitchen safe:

Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stove. If a
fire starts in a pan, carefully slide a lid over the
flames, turn off the burner, and leave the pan cov-
ered until it has completely cooled. Never move a
burning pan—doing so increases the risk of burns
and spreading the fire.

Use a timer when baking or roasting. This ensures
you don't lose track of time and reduces the risk of
an oven fire.

Keep an eye on your grill. If a fire starts, close the
lid and turn off the heat—the fire should suffocate
on its own.

Know what to do if an oven or microwave fire
starts. Keep the door closed and turn off the appli-
ance. The fire should burn itself out safely inside.

Even with the best precautions, fires can still occur.
If a fire does not go out on its own or you feel un-
safe, follow these steps:

o Get everyone out of the house immediately.
e Call 911 from a safe location.

e Never go back inside for any reason, including
to retrieve pets.

Fire Extinguishers: Use with Caution

Portable fire extinguishers can save lives and prop-
erty but have limitations. They should only be used
for small, contained fires, such as those in a waste-
basket. Many people struggle to operate fire extin-
guishers effectively under stress, so the safest ap-
proach is often to evacuate and call for help.

Fire Blankets: Proceed with Caution

Fire blankets have gained popularity, but they have
not passed essential safety tests. Using them may
worsen the fire or increase the risk of burns. In-
stead, rely on proven fire safety techniques.

The Importance of Smoke Alarms

Working smoke alarms save lives. Test your alarms
regularly, replace batteries as needed, and replace
any alarm older than 10 years from the manufactur-
er's date.

By staying vigilant and prepared, you can protect
yourself and your loved ones from the dangers of
kitchen fires. Remember: Stay alert, stay safe, and
always keep an eye on what you fry!

We're here to help! South County Fire offers free
classes by Zoom and in person by request. Register
at southsnofire.org/classes. If you have any ques-
tions, please don't hesitate to contact us at out-
reach@southsnofire.org or call us at 425-320-5800.

SN2

SOUTH COUNTY

FIRE
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MILL CREEK GARDEN CLUB
Happy New Year!

Our mild weather is already giving us a glimpse of
this coming spring’s potential beauty. The fall
blooms yet spent and the formation of new buds on
trees, shrubs, and perennials gives inspiration. My
norm is to delay putting away the Christmas décor,
as it brings me much joy. But | may accomplish this
task earlier than normal, due to the previously men-
tioned hints of spring.

\/iburnum buds

Club members have sharing how we get ready for
spring gardening. Some attend the upcoming North-
west Flower & Garden Festival, others visit garden
stores and nurseries, and many pull out catalogues
to help with their personal planning. Those members
who participate in the planning stages of the upcom-
ing 9™ Annual Garden Tour & Artisan Market find
additional encouragement by being involved.

Save the Date

The 9™ Annual Garden Tour & Artisan Market is tak-
ing place on Saturday, July 19. Five Mill Creek Gar-
dens will be featured along with numerous artisans.

Giving Back to the Community

We are proud to report that in December about 60
club members gathered more than 300 toys, gifts,
and $405 in cash to support Everett's Christmas
House. In November, members also donated 913
pounds and $1,050 to the Mill Creek Community Food
Bank run by the Hope Creek Charitable Foundation.
We enjoy giving back to those in our community who
need a helping hand through the holidays.

Special Guest Speakers

Award-winning garden designer, writer, and speaker
Sue Goetz addressed our January luncheon to pre-
sent “Garden Makeovers for a Climate of Change.”
She reminded us that “Soil is the Soul of the Garden.”
Her suggestions were very thought-provoking.

Richard Fairfield, of Rhody Ridge Foundation, will pre-
sent “Memoirs of a Rhodoholic” and his path to hy-
bridizing rhododendrons, at our February meeting.

We Welcome New Members

Mill Creek Garden Club welcomes new members. Our
luncheons are held on the second Tuesday of each
month, September-May, at Shawn O’Donnell’s Irish
Pub and Grill, Everett, in the banquet room. Reserva-
tions are required and the luncheon cost is $28. Inter-
ested? Send us a message at
www.millcreekgardenclub.com.

Wishing you all a wonderful 2025 and Happy Valen-
tines Day!

Marilyn Hanan-hoover
MCGC Publicity Chair

Wild geranium in bloom
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MILL CREEK WOMEN'S CLUB

The Mill Creek Women'’s Club has had a productive
and enjoyable few months!

November Fundraiser

In November our evening fundraiser at the Mill Creek
Country Club was well attended. We were able to do-
nate $20,000 from personal donations, raffles, and
auctions to Esther’s Place, which provides meals,
showers, and a safe place to stay for women experi-
encing homelessness in Snohomish County.

Raffle Prizes

December Comedic Hypnotist —Jim
Kellner

December’s meeting featured comedic hypnotist Jim
Kellner, who demonstrated his skill with hilarious re-
sults. We collected hats, gloves, and scarves for the
clients of Esther’s Place. The red and green decora-
tions at the Country Club were beautiful and the buf-
fet lunch was delicious!

January—Detective Chris White

Detective Chris White from the Mill Creek Police De-
partment spoke to us during our January meeting
about how to avoid scams and protect ourselves
from predators. Many of our members shared per-
sonal experiences of times they or their loved ones
have been targeted. Takeaways from her talk includ-
ed: do not give personal information over the phone,
don't click on e-mails that claim to be from your bank
or say you have won a prize requiring bank infor-
mation, don't comply with any call that says a loved
one is in trouble with instructions not to call parents
or police, or anyone who wants you to send them a
gift card or cashier's check to settle a financial dis-
pute. Advice was given to call the police if you have
been a target of a scam.

We continue to enjoy the fabulous food at Shawn
O’Donnell’s, the lovely flower arrangements from Sta-
dium Flowers, and raffles to help support the YWCA's
Women's Working Wardrobe.

Members continue to enjoy the variety of clubs and
socials within our organization, which deepens
friendships. We recently had a tour of the Schack Art
Center followed by lunch at Lombardi’'s in Everett.
Our next outing is to explore specialty food markets
in Lynnwood and Mount Lake Terrace. Events contin-
ue to be for members and their guests only. For more
information or to join please email membership-
mcwc@gmail.com. We look forward to meeting you!

| ' g
| o8 ] y: o
| &?\s N s

Det. Chris
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NORTHWEST STREAM CENTER

The White Birds of Winter with Mar-
tha Jordan

The White Birds of Winter are here! Thousands of
Trumpeter and Tundra Swans and Snow Geese have
migrated from Alaska and Canada to feed in the farm
fields of Washington. On Thursday, February 6th at
7pm, Wildlife Biologist Martha Jordan will share en-
tertaining stories and a spectacular slide show about
these magnificent birds.

Martha Jordan with a
Cygnet

Register online through the Adopt A Stream Founda-
tion's Nature Store, www.streamkeeper.org/
thenaturestore , or call 425-316-8592 to reserve your
spot: $10 general admission; $8 Adopt A Stream
Foundation Members.

Martha, the Director of the NW Swan Conservation
Association (https://nwswans.org/), will explain the
myths and share the facts about these beautiful
birds. During this Streamkeeper Academy event,
which is geared for middle school students to adults,
you will learn about swan and snow geese life histo-
ry, biology, and some identification tips.

Flight of Trumpeter Swans by G. Plowman

You will also learn the best places to view them now
in Washington State. Martha will also shed some
light on the problems and controversies (including
lead poisoning and habitat destruction) migratory
birds face on their Washington State wintering
grounds. Through her beautiful photographs, Martha
will teach you how to tell these birds apart and where
you can go to see them now. Pick up a free Swan &
Goose Identification pamphlet at the Adopt A Stream
Foundation’s Northwest Stream Center
(www.streamkeeper.org)before your next local bird
watching excursion.

Snow Geese by G. Plowman

Proceeds from White Birds of Winter benefit NW
Swan Conservation Society and the Adopt A Stream
Foundation’s Streamkeeper Academy.
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MILL CREEK LIBRARY

Sweet Stuff In Store

Oscar_nominations are out! During February, movie-
loving Mill Creek Library customers can grab a ballot
and predict who will win in major award categories.
The two customers with the most accurate ballot on
Oscar Day (March 10) will be Academy Award

G&2) together
winners—they’ll get free movie tickets, thanks to the
Friends of the Mill Creek Library.

Also during February, our library staff members, i

Cindy & Hong, display a celebration of the Lunar New Library Hours
Year. This year we welcome the Year of the Dragon,
which will begin on February 10.

G®2) SNO-ISLE

Monday-Thursday: 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM

For Teens & Tweens Friday and Saturday: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Teen Nights (an after-hours program where teens Sunday: 1:00 PM = 5:00 PM

take over the library!) on Fridays, February 9th &
March 8th from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.

Fun with Physics program on Saturday, February 19429 Bothell-Everett Hwy

17th from 1-2:00 PM with the Jackson Highschool =~ 425-337-4822
AP Physics Club. sno-isle.org

Finally, our annual Holi Storytime has become quite a
community family event. You are welcome to join us
on Wednesday, March 20 in the library for a
storytime and craft from 6-8:00 PM.

Embracing diversity, fostering inclusivity, and
dedicated to accessibility—our library is a place
where everyone is welcome and belongs. Come visit
us or grab your library card and start exploring today
at the Mill Creek Library!
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Aspen

Chatham Park
Cottonwood
Cypress

Douglas Fir
Evergreen
Fairway

Fairway Fountains

Heatherstone

TOWNHOMES
Amberleigh

Belvedere Place

Emerald Heights
Fairwood Greens
Pembrook

The Pointe

MCCA MEMBER DIVISIONS
SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES
Holly Sweetwater Ranch
Huckleberry Swordfern
Juniper Vine Maple
Laurel Wildflower Park
Magnolia Willow
Red Cedar Woodfern
Spring Tree Winslow
Sunrise
Sun Rose
CONDOMINIUMS APARTMENTS
Country Club Estates The Ardent Apartments

Copper Tree
Country Place
Fairway Village 1&lI
Lakewood

Mill Lane

Mill Run 1&lI
Miller’s Village I&lI
St. Moritz
Stratford Greens
The Masters
Trillium Court

Cogir of Mill Creek
Laurels at Mill Creek
Parkwood at Mill Creek
The Station at Mill Creek

You can find nearly everything you
need to know about MCCA,
including office hours, contact
information, forms, and governing
documents, on our website:

= www.mcca.info
>4 info@mcca.info
>4 security@mcca.info

& Office: 425-316-3344
& Security: 425-328-0035

CoNTAcCT Us!
2023-2024 Board of Directors

»<Sid Siegel, President

<Earl Bardin, Vice President
<|Kristi Zevenbergen, Treasurer
><]Jill Cheeseman, Secretary
><|Dawn Rosenthal, Director
><|Mel Silver, Director

< Evert Pretorious, Director

Standing Committees
< Architectural Control Committee

><Covenant Committee

><INoxious Weed Committee

><Inspection & Engineering
Committee

>4 Trail Ambassadors

Clubs

= Mill Creek Garden Club
t= Mill Creek Women'’s Club
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ForeverLawn improves spaces and communities through
innovative synthetic grass solutions.

nw.foreverlawn.com 425.236.1906 info@nw.foreverlawn.com

Schedule your free consultation!
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GREEN INNOVATIONS LANDSCAPING

DO YOU LOVE YOUR BACKYARD? HAVE YOU BEEN PUTTING OFF REJUVENATING YOUR FRONT YARD?
WE SPECIALIZE IN ALL LANDSCAPE PROJECTS, BIG OR SMALL. WITH OVER 15 YEARS IN THE INDUSTRY,
YOU CAN REST ASSURED THAT WE WILL OVER ACHIEVE YOUR EXPECTATIONS.

WE ARE LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED. GIVE US A CALL!

BEFORE & AFTER

&;

BEFORE

i BEFORE

.'f sl '

l'.
‘ \nl'\l
\ “'
| ar

NS RETAINING WALLS - PAVER PATIOS - DECKS - PATIO COVERS
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS - GENERAL LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN
SMALL JOBS ARE WELCOME!

a FIND US ON YOUTUBE AT GREEN INNOVATIONS LANDSCAPING
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WELCOMING NEW FRIENDS

Join the fun ot Mill Creek Country Club
Stop by to say "hello" or contact us for mone information,
www.milicresk.cc | 425.7435.1444
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COLSIr

Senior Living

Most of us have experienced how music can change one’s outlook on life. Research has
found that listening to music, playing an instrument, singing,
or composing music positively affects our brains.

At Cogir of Mill Creek, music is an integral ingredient of the
lifestyle of our community. We have resident choirs, bell
choirs, drumming groups, weekly professional
entertainment, and trips to the theatre.

Maybe it’s time to catch the beat at Cogir of Mill Creek!

Visit us today! Call to schedule a visit at 425 338-1580.

L ]

14905 Bothell Everett Highway _ﬂ—l
l Mill Creek, WA 98012 AL
- 2 JAC l_ Of ]I

of MILL CREEK
senior Living (425) 338-1580 CogirofMillCreek.com
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Camp Erin® King and Snohomish Counties are free bereavement camps
for youth grieving the death of a significant person in their lives. Children
and teens ages 6 to 17 attend a weekend camp experience that combines - Teen Camper
grief education and emotional support with fun, traditional camp
activities. Led by bereavement professionals and caring volunteers,
campers are provided a safe environment to explore their grief, learn
essential coping skills, and make friends with peers who are also grieving.
Camp Erin®King and Snohomish Counties are part of Eluna’s national
Camp Erin Network. For more information, please visit elunanetwork.org.

LEARN MORE AND APPLY

Contact your local Camp Erin® office for more information. Spaces are limited and fill quickly!

through what I'm going

through

Kid Camnaor
- 1a Lamper

KING COUNTY SNOHOMISH COUNTY
Lake Retreat Camp - Ravensdale, WA Camp Killoqua - Stanwood, WA
Friday, May 30, 2025 - Sunday, June 1, 2025 Friday, June 20, 2025 - Sunday, June 22, 2025
CampErinKing@providence.org CampErinSno@providence.org
(206) 320-4000 (425) 261-4800
E i Scan to visit our g ]
‘?“\P 5?/4, : 1 ? website and learn L . sl ‘?‘AP E?’ﬁo
- more about our T

PROVIDENCE HOSPICE OF SeATILE | r camper application i, v PROVIDENCE HOSPICE

OF SNOHOMISH COUNTY

PARTNER OF THE ELUNA NETWORK PARTNER OF THE ELUNA NETWORK

process

& SAFE CROSSINGS FOUNDATION E -

< P od Hospice of Seattle: 2811S. 102nd St. Suite 220, Tukwila, WA 98168
St FTOVIACINCE hospice and Home Care of Snohomish County: 1615 75th St SW, Suite 210, Everett, WA 98203
Major funding for Camp Erin® King County is provided by Providence Hospice of Seattle Foundation and Safe Crossings Foundation, and

funding for Camp Erin® Snohomish County is provided by Providence Hospice and Home Care Foundation of Snohomish County.
Both camp programs were created and are supported in part by Eluna®.
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COAST AQUATICS

Learn proper stroke technique consistent with
our year round club team, which ranked 58th
in ASCA's Top 100 Age Group Programs in the
country in 2020! We offer a variety of programs:
swim team, water aerobics, youth lessons, adult
lessons, & lap swim!

Whetherit's learning how to swim, or competing
at the Olympics - WEST will be there every step
of the way.

SIGN UP TODAY

ALL SKILL LEVELS ARE WELCOME
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Join Kiwanis and give back to your community while making friends
and having fun in our organization!
We meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month, 6:00pm-7:00pm,
City Hall South located at 15728 Main Street Mill Creek, WA 98012.
We‘d love to see you there!

"SR CORNERSTONE ROOFING, INC.

425-485-0111 ¢ info@CornerstoneRoofing.com ¢ #CORNERIOTICM

QUALITY W ORI\\HI\SIIIP e (%I\ LA e e W e & 1996

] NO PAYMENTS & NO |

| INTEREST, 12 mo.* |

RE-ROOFNOW |
& SAVE UP TO $500:* |

*5% off of a complete Re-Roof (up to $500) at fime of contract
signing. Not valid with otherdiscounts.

PREFERRED
n CONTRACTOR

¢ ROOF REPLACEMENTS ¢ REPAIRS ¢ GUTTERS ¢ SKYLIGHTS
¢+ CertainTeed SELECT ShingleMaster | Presidential, Presidential TL
¢+ GAF Certified Contractor | Grand Sequoia, Grand Canyon

¢ Owens Corning Preferred Contractor | Woodcrest, Woodmoor

¢ Llicensed, Bonded, & Insured | Local, Family Owned and Operated

FREE ESTIMATES: CornerstoneRoofing.com 425 485.0111
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Interested in meeting some great
new friends, and making a positive
difference in the world around you?

Rotary

Contact the Membership Committee:
millcreekrotary@frontier.com

s/:?\
7 *')%‘\;\ 2
3

W

J LLLL i = RooFING - GUTTERS - SIDING
it e = WiNoows - PAINTING - DOORS

o

425-244-0551

James Hardie”
SIDING PRODUCTS

Financing Available

S\ onon

D O W S§¢
Licensed * Bonded
Insured

Lic. #MASTEMH022CK mastel'swa com e mastersexteriors.com

Located at 15712 Mill Creek Blud Suite 8
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